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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of preparing a hard copy by forming a transparent coating 

2 layer on a recording medium in areas where image has been recorded, comprising the steps of : 

3 causing clear droplets to fly from a recording head toward said areas where image has 

4 been recorded; 

5 curing said droplets while they are in flight; and 

6 depositing said cured droplets in said image-recorded areas of said recording medium so 

7 as to form said coating layer;. 

8 wherein a hard copy is prepared . 

1 2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein a curing intensity of said curing step that 

2 is to be performed on said droplets is adjusted in accordance with the image as recorded on said 

3 recording medium. 

1 3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein an adjustment of the intensity of said 

2 curing step that is to be performed on said droplets is for changing viscosity of said droplets as 

3 they are deposited on said recording medium. 

1 4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, wherein the surface roughness of said coating 

2 layer that is formed of said droplets as they have been deposited and hardened is adjusted by 

3 changing the viscosity of said droplets as they are deposited on said recording medium. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A The method accoi Jiag tu claim 3, of preparing a hard c opy hv forming 
a transparent coating layer on a recording medium in ,r eas whR re im ag P has been record 
comprising the step s of • 

causing, clear drop lets to fl y from a recording head toward saiH »r, as wherR ^ h „ 
been recorded: 

curing said droplets while t hev are in flig ht; anH 

depositing said cured drop lets in said image-recorded areas gf s aid recording medium so 
as to form said coating laver: 

wherein a curing intensity of said c urine step that is to he nerfnrm.H on said drn ^ in 
adjusted in accordance with the ima P e a s reco rded on said reco rding mefa ^ „ adj u^nent 
of the intensity of said curing step that is to he perfor med on saiH re lets is for rh^no 
viscosity of said droplets as they are dep osits nn sa id recording m ^,n,. ,^ 

wherein the intensity is adjusted for changing the viscosity lower as an image area to be 
coated by the cured droplets has a higher recording density. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said droplets contain a thermosetting 
resin material and said curing step comprises applying infrared radiation to said droplets while 
they are in flight. 

7. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the prepared hard copy accurately 
reproduces gloss. 

8. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the prepared hard copy presents desired 
surface properties even if there is unevenness in recording density. 

9. (New) method according to claim 1, wherein the prepared hard copy is textured and looks real. 



